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FOREWORD

A meeting of Greenbrier [Loage No. 42 some months ago, Sergl
At a « I _

' aid to me: “Jim, we have a very distinguished visitor
Swab. of the U, S, Army, now Professol of

Conyers
and I wish you would ex-

G .

with us to night, Maj. R | ( ‘

Military Science and Tactics at the (". M. S., : | .

: ‘ He is an exceptionally-bright Crafisman, so keep your eyes

‘nd ears open. 1 noliced him reading the I(III{I_‘I'I'lIt l‘llllit!'!l‘l'.'-i_ perhaps, 1o
< that he was was not in a clandestine Lodge .

The first thing the Major said to me, after we had retired to the

2 of our Secretary, was something like this: *“Mr. Dotson,

the charters of Greenbrier

these

amine him
bhe sure

private office
he Tiler's apartment, 1 looked over

x i\'-... 49 and Fort Union Lodge No. 42. What became of
Lodges when the present one began to operate?”
vou could have knocked me down with a feather. Why, I could no
more answer him than I could have explained the truth or the untruth
of why the moon—and SOME PEOPLE—were “made of green cheese.”
! }-;,m.-\‘\' absolutely nothing about which he was talking. Momentarily,
but recovering from the shock. I held my head high,
“Major, there is

Lodge

| was dumfounded;
looked him straight in the eye, and ventured to say:

some very interesting history in connection with your question that 1
have not the time to go into just now, as the Master would like you to
be present when he opens Lodge. However, I shall esteem it a pleasure
to go over it with you at some future time.”

"I then and there determined that no man would ever catch me again
on that question; so I began to work, and continued to work day and
night. The result of my labcr, I now pass on to you—thanks to Bro. Swab.

" The task of finaing out the facts and digging up the material which
have made il possible for me to give you this Masonic story, has been,
by no means, an easy one.

My first step was to seek information from some of the oldest citizens
in and around Lewisburg. I would repeatedly ask questions like these:
How long did Greenbrier Lodge No. 49 exist? Where did it hold its
meetings in the early days? How did it lose its name? Was its charter
ever arrested? When was Fort Union Lodge No. 42 organized? How
many years did it function? Who were some of its members? Why did
some of the members of this Lodge withdraw from Greenbrier Lodge
and form a Lodge of their own? In what places did these Lodges hold
their meetings? How many years did we have two Masonic Lodges
operating in Lewisburg at the same time? When was Greenbrier Lodge
No. 42 formed? What became of Greenbrier Lodge No. 49 and Fort
Union Lodge No. 42 when Greenbrier Lodge No. 42 began to work under
its present charter, and how long ago has that been? Who were its first
officers, and-how-long-age-has-that-been?

“The attentive car” listened for “the sound of the instructive tongue”,
but alas! the only responses I ever heard were these: *I don’t know.”
"“(ou have me there.” “I can’t answer that question.” So there I was,
Give up, or go alone. Dig, search, fathom! The result: You will find
these questions answered in the pages ahead.

Days and weeks were spent in reading Lodge minutes, to which I
had access in the Masonic Temple, covering a period of some eighty-
odd years.

o gi{:ﬁbll-‘folnmrmation was also obtained from certain Deed _Boqk_s in

o ohited use, which were placed at my dis_posal_ by our cgurteo:t_ag

iging Clerk, Paul C. Hogsett; and with the assistance of my dear




hrow, who turned the pages of
those bogy
0

little friend, James Wit
facts which were necessar, )

Y to verify mazed

Many o

a wizard, 1 found the

my statements.
I was eager to go any length, to exert every effort that
no doubt in my mind, or in the mind of any Thomas (?) wh would leay 5
this booklet, that the sketches 1 was writing were absOIUte(;ymi'-th o , .
(

correct, and accurate in every detail,
My progress in compiling thesc sketches was slow, diffie 1,
v difficult, tip

some: and however determined I may have been to forge on to e
am afraid had not my heari been so entirely wrapped up in ththe enq,
I would have abandoned hove, and given up long ago. € work,
I do not claim, in any sense of the word, to be a writer
aware that my critics will be many—but am giving you this 1:_ s
my own way, for what it is worth, and hope, after overlooﬁr)'sin
taults. that by aid of the light I bring, you will see clearly man g my
things that heretofore, perhaps, had been seen by you onl 1y of the A
a glass, darkly.” y “through
I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to my fri ol
the Greenbrier Independent for the invaluable gelpliﬁg: ;f:;l;ect.ed Wm‘
in the arrangement of this booklet; and also to express my a b e
of the kindness of a friend of many years, Brother Edw. L Bﬁ;emm '
siate Editor of the West Virginia News, for the use, without owly
many of the “cuts” that otherwise would have been unavailable toge'
Were I to dedicate this booklet, it would be to the memory
Greepbrier Craftsmen in whose footprinis we are journyi or{o
far distant country from whase bourne no traveler returns.” ing to *

Fraternauy —J. V. D..
. |




BOUT four cenerations ago, or one hundred and forty-

three years, a few of the early settlers of this com-

munity met in the store of James W. Mathews in Lewisburg,

and set on foot a movement to organize a Masonic LLodge in
Greenbrier County.

A petition to the Grand Lodge of Virginia was drawn up
and signed by the members of the Craft who were living here,
and within the radius of twenty-five miles or more.

Capt. Alexander Welch and Dennis MclLaughlin volunteer-
ed to take the petition to the proper authorities in Richmond.

Late in the fall of 1796 these men, true and tried, fearless
and courageous, mounted their horses, and with the cheers of
their fellow Crafismen ringing in their ears, topped Waggoner's
hill, and were off on the long journey that lay before them.

Bearing up patiently under the fatigue and hardships inci-

dent to traveling along trails unfamiliar to them—winding over
Lills and mountains steep and rugged—hearing, perhaps, the
snari of a catamount, or the growl of a bear, in crossing the
Alleghenies, would, of course, have made them spur up a little,
but nothing could weaken their determination to press on to
the goal thead—fording streams and rivers, at some places, no
doubt, swift and perilous, they happily reached the Mecca of
their journey.

Looking up Grand Master Robt. Brooke and Nathaniel
W. Frice, Grand Secretary of the Giand Lodge of Virginia,
they laid before these men the paper that embodied the de-
sires and prayers of the brethren they had left behind.

The charter was granted Dec. 5th, with the title anl num-
ber, Greenbrier Lodge No. 49—demgnatmg as ofﬁcem, James
W. Mathews, W M ; John | \




known as West Virginia.
In the early days, and up into the |19th centy
: ‘ rYo the L
°d3e

held its meetings in private homes, generally in th larg
$ & dis

room in the brick house—now torn down—qf Palrick glmng

Cirne

on North Lee Street.
Greenbrier LLodge No. 49 functioned ContinUOualy :
Or a

period of 82 years, or until Fort Union Lodge No. 42 . ;
dated with it in 1878—thus giving birth to Greenbriey lr::l)h-
No. 42, which has come down through the years iFiL o ge
and we venture to say that there is not a Mason who lived ied.
at that time who has not been called by the Supreme C.r:;:l

Master to pass on to the Great Beyond.

“There's a world where all are equal—

We are hurrying toward it fast—
We shall meet upon the Level there,

When the gates of Death are past;
We shall stand before the Orient,
And our Master will be there

To try the blocks we offer

By His unerring Square.”

On December 31st, 1852, the trustees of Greenbrier Lodge
bought from C. M. Weir, Thomas and Mason Mathews the
“Old-Stone-Lodge'" property, situated on the parcel of land
on which the Chrysler garage now stands, and which, for many
years, had been used by the Lodge for its place of meeting.

The Old Stone
Lodge



as a schoolhouse for the colored children of this community.

In 1858 Greenbrier Lodge bought from H. H. Harrison,
Andrew Beirne and B. C. Caldwell the brick building on West
Main Street, which has since been known as the Masonic Hall.
It was erected by F. M. Frazier during the closing days of the
| 8th century, and was used about sixty-one years by The Su-
preme Court of Virginia for its library, offices and place of

holding court in Greenbrier County.
Immediately after the “'Battle of Lewisburg™ (1862) the
old Courtroom, being on the ground floor, was used for many

months as a hospital for the Confederate soldiers who were
wounded in that memorable fight.




operate there until 1917, when the trustees sold t};

to E. W. Sydenstricker. " D"Opel.ty
From thence, the Lodge moved to roomg over

burg Drug Store, which it occupied until 1926, w

to its new home in the Masonic Temple.

LEW
hen .t- m()v lsdh

Masonic Temple — 1925

West Virginia had no sooner gained her statehood (1863)
than a movement was made to organize and put in operation a 5.
Grand Lodge of her own. This, however, was not accomplish-
ed until 1864 when, in the city of Wheeling, Dr. William J. |
Bates was elected our first Most Worshipful Grand Master,
and Dr. Thomas L. Logan, Grand Secretary.

After certain difficulties and misunderstandings beﬁwm»..
the Grand Lodge of Virginia and the Grand Lodge of W
Virginia had been satisfactorily adjusted, the Grand Lodg
Virginia, in 1868, extended Masonic recognition to the
L'Odge_"f Weﬁt Vm At the same tlme, lt rec_"




W. E. Nelson

Wm. N. Jasper




early in the summer of '8
ication, signe ‘ W. Harris, Dr. C. N, Au;t,-an
er. Robert F. Dennis and others, had been mad in,
e el Lotee

‘Ar- |

erry, Gran
ation to assemble and work as
R Regular

f Lewisburg.

Virginia
In the meantime, however,
d by Maj. John

appl
A. C. Snyd

Bro. William T
ginia, for a Dispens
Lodge in the town ©
On July 21st by virtue of this Dispensation having b |
d on that day received in Lewisburg, Fort U een |
order by Worshipful Master Jnciﬁn

n

D. was called to
the following officers: C. N. Austin, S, W

Ww.. W. B. White, Treas., A. C. Snyderls
. John Davis Arkuckle, J. D., and Jo‘l-xne:.i'

granted, @
Lodge U.
W. Hai'ris, with
F. C. Burdette, 3.
g C. Beard, S. P
Wetzel, S. and Tiler.

peration for ten yeazs, or until it con

This Lodge was in 0
49 in 1878.

solidated with Greenbrier No.
The war between the States had come to an end th
ree

years before the members of Fort Union Lod

. : ge had b

their connection with Greenbrier Lodge. It left th:of:sn?f
ry

in a confused and discorded condition.
Many of the men who at the call of their country and i
in

?bedience to their convictions of duty left firesides aboundi

:;10 :::;fsrtg and joys to campfires superabounding izu:r';:‘ :

i esc:::w, hadfreturned to theil_' homes—cherishing. ;::;

gl s memnory of mmaey o commds shomibell

-y anded:e : of bat-.tle—to find their wives and childr, i
and wheat once wavad in plent; lm




rest was evident among members of the Craft, no doubt, one
cause of which was their inability to meet Lodge dues, and the
dread of suspension which would necessarily follow.

First one, and then another, and another would be dropped
from the roll, or suspended, until a time when they could meet

their indebtedness to the Lodge, and then, if they so desired
My grandfather, St. Clair

make application for reinstatement.
Johnston, was one of them, my father another, and many oth-

ers who were likewise dealt with from time to time

These men loved their Lodge, and the thought of being
excluded from its meetings was hard to bear, but they could
not help themselves. They knew the Order could not function
without income, much of which was from the payment of dues,
but in this, they were unable to do their part.

The real spirit of Masonry, however, was shown in the
leniency the Lodge had with its delinquents. Time for settle-
ment would be extended month after month, but to no avail
So the day of reckoning had come. The execution of a law
under which the Lodge was working could no longer be

The hammer fell!

ignored, and action was taken.
“The mills of the gods grind slow,
But they grind exceeding fine.”

When the organization of Fort Union Lodge was first
formed, it was composed of members who had withdrawn
-from-,. or had bgen demitted by, Greenbrier Lodge.

It is the belief of some that the separation of members of
t Umn Lo&g@ fzam Gmanbrier was ﬁh«e i'@suli ef an ill--




rest was evident among members of the Craft, no doubt, one
cause of which was their inability to meet Lodge dues, and the

dread of suspension which would necessarily follow
First one, and then another, and another would be dropped

from the roll, or suspended, until a time when they could meet

heir indebtedness to the Lodge, and then, if they so desired
My grandfather, St. Clair

make application for reinstatement.
Johnston, was one of them, my father another, and many oth-

ers who were likewise dealt with from time to time

These men loved their Lodge, and the thought of being
excluded from its meetings was hard to bear, but they could
not help themselves. They knew the Order could not function
without income, much of which was from the payment of dues,
but in this, they were unable to do their part

The real spirit of Masonry, however, was shown in the
leniency the Lodge had with its delinquents. Time for settle-

ment would be extended month after month, but to no avail
The execution of a law

So the day of reckoning had come.
under which the lLodge was working could no longer be

ignored, and action was taken. The hammer fell!

“The mills of the gods grind slow,
But they grind exceeding fine."”

When the organization of Fort Union lLodge was first
formed, it was composed of members who had withdrawn
from, or had been demitted by, Greenbrier Lodge.

It is the belief of some that the separation of members of
Fort Union Lodge from Greenbrier was the result of an ill-
feei": between the 'b "'eﬁhf@n who had b@en sympathizers with




Grand Lodge of West Virginia was eraskig
hat with its endorsement on the charter b Wit |

eenbrier to retain its original name Ansf.
angd .k

P,

ship in the
assurance I
would permit Gr

ber. .
Ten years had passed since the members of e 3 |

had separated from each other.
The condition of the country had improved: o

was in circulation; bank deposits were moving forwar;nont
the advent of a new day crystalizing; the sun shone bﬁéh wd
Ntey.

.

|
business and industry were on the comeback: every o
happy in the smiles of goodwill and fellowship; the llie_ s
were working smoothly and in harmony with each otheo.dgg |
members suspended in the years gone by were back in thr,f.the.
full of happiness, ambition, and the opportunity to live 0](:[
enjoy the blessings of a free and reunited nation. e and

How propitious the time for THESE LODGES to -
and work hand in hand as in the days when all was we“n::,

tween them!
This desire and longing had been dsicussed by, and be.

tween, and among the members of the Order for months and
months. The opportune time had come. So now: s and
Early in November, 1877, the two Lodges adﬁl;toﬂ _
tions, the purpose of which was to devise plana ey
union of these Lodges could be effectiv glym
A joint committes; repressntinstivesn it




ren agreed on a compromise, whereby they would take the
NAME of one, and the NUMBER of the other and christen
the united Lodges "Greenbrier Lodge No. 42”. The hand-
clasp of Masonic fellowship cemented the decision, and tho
sixty-one years have rolled around since that decision was
made, it stands to-day like Jackson’s vision of a stone wall.

At the Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of West Virginia, held November 14th, 1877, in
Martinsburg, the Lodge was willing to grant a charter to the
New Lodge with the understanding that Greenbrier Lodge No.
49 and Fort Union Lodge No. 42 consent to consolidate as
Greenbrier Lodge No. 42. This agreement, however, having

already been made and signed by the representatives of the

two Lodges, was given to the Grand Master. The charter was

issued December 4th, 1877.
“Hands round, ye faithful Craftsmen,
In the bright, fraternal chain;
We part upon the Square below,
To meet in Heaven again.
Oh, what words of precious meaning
Those words Masonic are—
We meet upon the Level <
And we part upon the Square.” '

The last meeting of Greenbrier




A

Alexander Welch
Mathew Arbuckle
Jas. Arbuckle
Francis Ludington
Anthony Bowen
St. Clair Johnston
Hugh McCleary
Jas. Ludington
Wm. McDowell
Jno. D. Littlepage
Jno. S. Johnston

FEW MEMBERS OF GREENBRIER LODGE

NO. 49 FRIOR TO 1845

Wm. Handley

Joe Harmon
Dennis McLaughlin
Jno. White

Sam Winall

Jno. Campbell
Ballard Sth

D- “f. AyreS
J. D. Foglesong
Price Johnson

T . .

r
-




OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF

GREENBRIER

LODGE NO. 49 — 1863

JOEL APCERITERSOIN oorveacriomessntasstsrerisriornisasssssisismoisstinussvesbs it T IR ER
WILLIAM P. FOSTER -4 RUROE PRSIt § L B T
ARCH W. FOLK ...cmimisismmiimnspmsaiinm T e J. Warden
F. M. FRAZIER ..ioiuiosimonosiimsisonaisssmmessssensiessssivnenssinass sonosesisarronysssses Treasurer
JORN G ICOEK oirinasiossimamssrsamiamisssirttsatis i1 st iortiafirssavast eseasiave Secretary
C. A. STUART ....icviiiriirsisnisesasssmsssasssisisscsssorsiarisassississsssaispbbsrarsabsnarsebts . S. Deacon
RICHARD THOMAS ... iciomimissminssosiossnsiaasusnsnsssisbesenstsisarssssersasss J. Deacon

Chaplain

REV. WM. FISHER

JOHN H. WETZEL, Sr. .

PAST MASTERS
Joel McPherson
John H. Copeland
John H. Wetzel, Sr.
Henry Stuart
D. C. B. Caldwell
Thomas L. Feamster
Wm. R. Stuart, Sr.
S. S. Thompson
James Cox
J. H. D. Johnson

MEMBERS
George Alderson
Richard Ankram
A. B. Budd
Wm. L. Barksdale-_
Stm'l C. Bear

H. B. Craig
George S. Chilton
A. F. Cook
Cornelius Cochlin
A. W. G. Davis
R. F. Dennis

R. R. Dickson

A. J. Dotson

John P. Dcnaldson
Ambrose C. Dunn
Floyd Estill
Joseph L. Fry
John M. Furguson
oohn A. Hawver
H. H. Harrison

........................... S. and Tiler

J. W. Mitchell

. W. McClanahan
Z. F. Morris

Josiah Osborne

M. V. Peers

John M. Price

Wm. H. H. Peck

C. Rosenquist

C. A. Rupert

J. C. Rabbe

Noyes Rand
Thomas A. Roberts
R. Sammons
Edward Smith
Randolph Stalnaker
J W Stalnaker L A






M2aj. Wm. H. Shields

J. Wash R-'I{:D.'a\\'vll







Dr. Wm, H.  McClung

Dr. J. H. Deshons




Capt. John G. Lobbap




OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF FORT UNION
LODGE NO. 42 — 1869

JOHN W. HARRIS ...ccivmrinimmmmemnsissian I N NN, - . M 8 W. Master
CHAS. N. AUSTIN orersasssrssissassascascsisvrmestssiinsrasastrr vidiaisssmiasisitoarssiiie) 3+ | WATGEI
" C. 12108390 1 b & O J. Warden
I - s - o B Treasurer
A, C. SNYDER ....onitsesttssiumisssmsenssssiisise s sisiesssossassstraiisasesssssamsssssasens Secretary
SAM'L C. PEIATRID <o vcusonsisusaosssssasssivsiestsnsonsinartsnssanssaessicssasssanianamans sasissas S. Deacon
JNO. DAVIS ARBUICKTEIN . (- iivsisoosennastesististenrissstonssaisatsttasstatasases J. Deacon

B. F. Jones P. S. E. Sixeas J. Crawford McPherson

Joel McPherson James Knight Lewis Henley

Carlos A. Sperry Lewis J. Nelson Patrick McCleary

Samuel H. Austin Wm. F. McClung Jno. A. Knapp

J. M. McWhorter Jas. C. McPherson F. M. Frazier

Robt. F. Dennis Samuel Stinson D. W. Ayers

J. W. A. Ford L. S. Price —

Joseph A. Feamster PAST M.
4 4 ' A 1_.'




M) John W Harrhs




Ino. Davis Arbuckle Jno. W. Arbuckle
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FIRST OFFICERS OF GREENBRIER LODGE NO. 42— 1878
The first meeting of Greenbrier Lodge No. 42 was held in the M
ated by the Grand Mastc
Cox, S, W., Jno. w Arbuckle.
i appointed—James M. Cunningham. Treas

and e

11 January 1st, 1878. Officers design
Hall Ji =LY .
McePherson, W. M., Jno. G.
VIC

asonie
r—Joel

J. W. Elected

Al M. McWhorter, Sec.,
v. P. TFoster, S. D., William Grow. J. D., James 1, Nelson, Tiler.
\

Joel McPherson, W. DM




Jo M, MeWhorter, See,




OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF GREF ] .
SDOE s SREENBRIE
LODGE NO. 42 — 1939 BRIER

. L L T T I v W B
. I -) y SediNRNsa i a e a b r e :') W-ll(lt 1
12 PEEib R bbb s asninn . W(_ll(l[_])

ML-CORKI'E S W, 3
DARNELLE ... g
N 0 i R R T . o, Deacon
MARTIN ittt ssssssneneans T 1Ty
D IVICF COURTNEY. ]) ]:) ........................ s Lacon
........................................ Chaplain
................................................................................................... Tiler

PRESENT

F.
S, 'W.
EARL
H. E.
LLO%
7. V. DOTSON




H. Mays, Treas S. W. McCorkle, Sec.
F. H. Mays, as.

Lloyd McF. Courtney,
D. D., Chaplain




MASTERS GREENBRIER LODGE NO. 42
1878 -1939

PAST

Col. Joel McPherson Dr. Sam'l H. Austin




John

G.

Cox

W. E. Darnell
Oldest in Membership

Wm. P. Foster




I\JI;]SO'] Boll R l—': 1.... W(}{'](l

H. L. Van Sickler

Sergt. C. C Conyers



.'
W. E. Nelson




J. Walter Dyche

Jno. . Sibold




Rober:t M. Bell

Charles N. McWhorter
33rd Degree Mason




ETARIES

ECK

PAST S

r

rte

. M. McWho

Judge J




pPAST TILERS

A. W. Kirkpatrick

Wm. Grow

Jas. L. Nelson S. S. Tuckwiller M. L. Legg

C. L. Alford



ford, C. 1«
::-bucklc. Alex
Arbuckle, N. S.
Ausli“» Sﬂml. M.
Argabl‘“c- w. G.
Alderson. Geo. P.
Baber, J. R.

Blau, C. J.
Ballard, Lester
gennett, Clyde

Bartholomew, Don. P.

oggs, W. P.
geﬁjamin. 5 Ww.
Browne, Harry
pransford, H. E.
Burns, Sullie E.
Bright, Raymond E.
Bright, Robert E.
Bowling, H. L.
Bowling. D. G.
Burdette, Frank
Bell, J. E.

Bell, Richard P.
Blackburn, Harry H.
Bell, Mason

Beard, S. C.

Boggs, J. C.

Bass, J. E.

Burns, L. W.
Brackman, Mason

MEMBERS

Deaver, L. T.
Dotson, Jno. C.
Dotson, Jas, V.
Darnell, Wm. E.
Darnell, L.. W,
Dyche, J. Walter
Dorsey, E. R
Liarnell, Earl
Erwin, Jas. E.
Ethridge, Wm. E.
Echols, C. L.
Easley, G. G.
Finley, Paul L.
Ferrell, H. E
Ferrell, C. L.
Farrier, R. B.
Foster, W. W.
rord, B. A.
Gaul, G. H.
Griffeth, J. H.
Gillilan, Guy
Gillilan, Henry
Gillilan, Chas. H.
Gillilan, Steel M.
Graybeal, L. L.
Graybeal, R. E.
Garrett, Robert T.
Huffman, W. E.
Holmes, John H.
Humes, T. D.
Holliday, A. R.
T o

Hughes, wW. O,
Hicks, J. D.
Holliday, C. R,
Jones, W, B.
Jasper, Wm. N.
Jeffries, T. A.
Jackson, C. A,
Johnson, Wm. H.
Kirkpatrick, T. L.
Kirkpatrick, Albert W.
Knapp, H. D.
Knapp, Mascn
Knight, R. C,
Knight, W, E.
Kinsley, O. P.
Lithgow, D. E.
Loudermilk, David
Lancester, M. M.
Landers, H. B.
Livesay, W. G.
Laing, Jas.
Laing, J. B.
Livesay, Cecil
Livesay, Porter
Lynch, J. L.
Lipps, J. G.
Lipps, D. H.
Loudermilk, C. E.
Lightner, C. M.
Littlepage, E. W.




Stratton, Jno. H.
Scott, W. E.

Stout, D. M.
Sydenstricker, E. W,

Sydenstricker, J. B.
Squires, A. M.
Tuckwiller, Marvin

Thompson, French W.

Taylor, C. C.
Toothman, C. C.
Tuckwiller, R. H.
Tuckwiller, S. S.
Tuckwiller, E. A.
Tabscott, W. L.
Toothman, J. W.
Van Sickler, H. L.
White, Jas. H.
McCorkle, S. W.
McLaughlin, W, J.
McLaughlin, C. E.
McClung, A. K.
MecClung, Fred
McWhorter. Chas. N.
McWhewter J Scott

Nelson, Wy
Noble, E. P.
Nickell, Don R,
Oliver, L. V.

Plunkett, Chas, Jr.
Peck, Frederick S.

Peck, Earl
Peebles, D. G.
Price, T. L.
Pare, T. H.
Preston, J. M.

Plunkett, Chas. A.

Parish, R. A.
Palmer, J. K.
Breston, D, G,
Raredon, M. M.
Reynolds, Tom
Roberts, B. A,
Richmond, C. B.
Ratliff, W. G.
Rader, F, K.
Rapp, D. B.
Russell, Jas V.
Sebert, W. K.

Sldehattom, N ) %

Street, w. D

Snedegar, K. w
Stratton, J.
Smith, Harper M

Marigy,

Skaggs Hﬂndle j

Stuart, Jas. w.
Sibold, John H.
Sampson, C. E.
Sampson, w. 0.
Slaven, J. A
Wlthrow. L. M.
Wolstenholm, H
Woods, L. A.
Wilson, F. 7.
Wilson, H. B.
Wilson, J. w.
Wilson, C. v,
Wood, R. B.
Whiting, M. B.
Whiting, T. G.
West, E. A.
Watts, E. I,
Watts, Roland

'Walfe, E. B,
Yates Gr‘ee.
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i Capl. J. W Benjamin

D. B. Rapp




Ralph L. Landers
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Garland R. Clingman

W. M. G. Morton




“So let us meet upon the Level,
While laboring patient there—
Let us meet and let us labor,
Tho the labor seem severe.
Already in the western sky

The signs bid us prepare

To gather up our working tools
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INTRODUCTION.,

In June, 1863, the State of West Virginia was formally recog-
nized by the Government of the United States, as a separate and
independent State.

For nearly three years previous to this event, all communica-
tion between most of the Subordinate Lodges in West Virginia
and the Grand Lodge of Virginia bad been suspended. During
this time, many of these Lodges had ceased to work. The dis-
turbed condition of affairs, growing out of the civil war, rend-
ered it improper, and in some instances impossible for them to
hold meetings. It became necessary in some cases to remove
furniture, jewels, charters, &c. In some instances Lheso were
mislayed, lost or destroyed.

Gradually the tide of civil war was transferred to the extreme
border; and large districts of the new State were restored to
comparative tranquility. In these districts the brethren were
anxious to resume their Masonic relations and labors. In sev-
eral instances they found themselves unable to do so, without
the aid of authority, to be obtained only from a Grand Lodge-
The working Liodges themselves, began to realize very sensibly
the want of the authority and discipline of such an organization.

Under the pressure of such circumstances, was discussed the
organization of the Grand Lodge of West Virginia. Corres-
. pondence upon the subject was held with eminent brethren in
~other States. Their responses without exception, were in ap-
‘;mﬁl of the movement. It was encouraged, as eminently
~ proper and necessary under the circumstances, and clearly in
dance with Masonic usage.
ponse to a circular addressed by Fairmont Lodge No. 9,
es in West Virginia,a convention was held in Graf-

- .‘_“‘I‘E_— -
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ton, on the 28th day of December, 1863. This convention mot
during a period of great excitement, occasionod by events of the
war which prevented the attendance of delegates from some
parts of the State. Although more than a constitutional num.
ber of Liodges were represented, it was thought best to adjourn
the convention to meet in Fairmont, on the 22d day of Fob.
ruary, 1864

At tho second convontion, thore waus an increased attondance,
A still larger representation of tho working Lodgoes of the State
was groatly desired, and it was again decided to postpone im-
mediate organization. The convention adjourned to meet in
Fairmont, on the 24th of June, 1864,

Pursuant to order of adjournment, the convention neain as-
serabled on the 24th of Juno. Bight working Tiodges wore rep-
resonted.  An election for Grand officers was held, and a day
fixed for their installment.  The convention then adjourned.

The Grand officers elect, before the timo fixed for the install-
ment had arrived, claimed that thore was informality in tho
proceedings of the convention which elected them, rendering itg
action illegal. They therefore declined to be installed. _

Fairmont Lodgoe No. 9, then addressed the following circular
to the Subordinate Lodges throughout the State:

“ At asgemi-monthly communication of Fairmont Irodge No. 9,
of I'reo and Accopted Masons, begun and held at their hall in
Fairmont, on Monday evening the 5th of December, A. 1i. 5864,
A. D. 1864.

Upon motion made and seconded, the following pregmble and
resolution were adopted, to-wil:

Whereas, This Lodgo isinformed by its Committee of Corres-
pondence—DBrother Boyd—that after he had procured a proper
person to install the Grand Officers elect of the Grand Lodge of
West Virginia, he notified the G. M. and G. S. elect, of the time
and place appointed for said installation, and requested the
Grand Secretary to notify the Lodges within the bounds of said

~State to send proxies to the installation ; and whereas the said
Grand Master and Grand Sccretary elect, have declined to act,
from the fact, as they say, that the adjournment of the conven-
tion sine die, was irregular, and thercfore the whole proceeding
of the body was vull and void. And whereas, this Lodge was
the first to take action upon the organization of a Grand Lodge
~in West Virginia, and still believing that it is for the good of
he Craft that a Grand Lodgo bo organized, therefore
solved, That Brothers I, J. Floming, C. A. Swearingen and
yd, be, and they are horeby ap yointed & committee, ;0
ablo address to all the working Lodges within the
this State, and to such brothren late of the Lodges not
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working, selting forth the necessity and ]H‘Opriety of organi-
zing a Grand Lodge in West Virginia, and inviting and urging
them to appoint delegates to a Convention to be held at Fair.

mont on ll_nu _— ll:-l.}' of ——— | 1865, and report to this l'mdge
at the earliest practicable time.
1 e 3 <)
A Copy—Teste: CU. A. SWEARINGEN, Secretary.

- BrernreN :—In again inviting you to assemble in Convention
for the purpose of lorg:mixiug a Grand Lodge of the State of
West Virginia, we feel that it is unnecessary for us to argue at
length the right ov expediency ot Subordinate Liodges of this State
to establish a Grand Lodge, as the very fact that we live under
what is beyond all doubt a de facto State government, determines,
according to the usages of the order, the legality of such a pro-
ceeding ; and your own experience, since communication with
the Girand Lodge of Virginia has been destroyed, must have
convinced you of the necessity of a Grand Liodge.

We, therefore, respectfully and earnestly invite you to send
recularly appointed delegates to a Convention to be held in
Fairmont, on Wednesday evening, April 12th, 1865, for the pur-
pose of electing the officers of a Grand Liodge. It is hoped that
every working liodge in the State will be represented. It is
also hoped that brethren belonging to Liodges not active,, will

attend.
Brethren, please give the subject early attention in your

Lodges, and let us meet and consummate the work before us, in
the spirit of brotherly love and affection.

F. J. FLeming, W. M,
C. A. SWEARINGEN, Secy.

J. N. Boyb.
Fairmont, February 21st, 1865,
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Grand Todge for aetion 1 was berd toes i o NG WY

: dthat the ease was not bofore
the Grand Lodge in such shape as to permit the summary ox-
pulsions contemplated by the committee. No formal appoll'
from the action of Equality Lodge No. 44, in accordance with
the provisions of the Code of Trials adopted in this State, had
been taken, and no opportunity had been afforded for defonse,
Accordingly the Grand Lodge, on motion, struck out the rocom-
mendation that Snodgrass be expellod, and substituted in it
a resolation that the District Deputy Grand Mastor of the said
Fourth Masonic District be instructed to take an appeal from
the action of HEquality Lodge No. 44 in acquitting J. Frank
Snodgrass, and mature the same for action at the next Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge, in accordance with the
provisions of the Code. 'T'his amendment having been made,
the report was adopted.

INDIAN CREEK AND OREENBRINR LODGED,

The special committee in relation to the petitions of Indian
Creek Lodge No. 145 and Greenbrier Lodge No. 49, presented
the following report, which, after slight amendment, was adopt
ed in form as follows: '

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of West Virginia : j

Your committee to whom was referred the communication of
Indian Creok Lodge No. 145 and Greenbrier Lodge No: 49,
Auncient Free and Accepted Masons, (now working under char-
ters from the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of West Virginia)
asking to be admittted as members of this Grand Body by sur-
rendering their present charters and accepting charters from this
Grand Body, respectfully report: _

That the M. W. Grand Lodges of Virginia and West Vir-
ginia in the year 1869, prompted by the fraternal feelings
which characterize our ovder, and anxious to remove t}ll 0
stacles to the rapid growth and prosperity of the same in our
jurisdiction, amicably adjusted all subjects of dispute then ex-
isting, and oarnestly recommended “all Subordinate Liodges 1n
the ,territorial limits of West Virginia to surrendor their pres-
ent charters to, and ask now charters from tho Grrand Liodge of
West Virginia.” |

Acting%pou this recommendation all Lodges working “Fl.%?r
charters issued by the M. W. Grand Liodge of Virginia Wdl n
the limits of West Virginia, have surrondered thom, ‘“: d,“‘
cepted now ones from this Grand Body, except three, incit ing
the two herein mentioned. _ ek e

Phe two casos submitted to your committee, are ontirely @8
~ tinet, and must necessarily bo troated soparately.

=

e

et

SRS,

e
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\"nur c-..mn_litlcc take great pleasare in endorsing the appli-
eation of Indian Creek Lodge No. 145, and in extending to the
tt')r:ueltvhr':itl'_\'h:l: I:l:li.-'l,i‘l:l:i‘:l ill!'l;;i ::Tr“““l and fraternal welcome of the

In this case we would recommend that the surrender of the
charter of Indian Creek Lodge No. 145, granted by the M. W.
Grand fnf“f:'.ft‘ of \"il'{:lfliu. be accepted, and that the M. W. Geand
Lodge of West Virginia issue a new charter to the brothren of
said Lodge, as requested in their application returned with this
report.

Ym'u' committee would further vecommend (in answer to a
question suggested by said Lodge) that Indian Creek Lodge No.

145 should pay to the M. W. Grand Liodge of Virginia its dues
for the past fiscul yeur.

Your committee feel somewhat embarrassed as to the prope~
action Lo be taken in response to the application of Greenbrier
Lodge No. 49, The difficalty arises from the delicacy and yet
frankness with which the subject should be treated, to avoid a
misunderstanding of the earnest and fraternal feelings of this
Grand Body to a Subordinate Lodge, within our jurisdiction,
working under a charter from another Grand Body.

The application from Greenbrier Lodge, No. 49 to transfer
its allegiance from the M. W. Grand Lodge of Virginia to this
Grand Body is conditional, to-wit¢ “Provided that said Grand
' Lodgo of West Virginia endorses our charter and recoguizes us

as Greenbrier Lodge, No. 49.”

This proviso (much to the regret of your committee, and we
believe of the fraternity thronghout the jurisdiction) will nec-
essarily prevent your Grand Body from accepling a surrender
of the old charter and the issuing of a new one, at this Grand
Communication, for the following reasons :

This Grand Body cannot legally endorse the present charter
of said Liodge, neither can it issue a charter giving the number
49. Voleano Lodge, No. 49, chartered by this Grand Body, is
unwilling to surrender the number of its Lodge, and your com.
mittee can see no right or propriety upon the part of this
Grand Body to request or suggest to the brethren of Volcano

Lodge to give up their charter number.

Your committee feel justified in making this recommenda-
tion to your Grand Body: To consent to the retention by
Greenbrier Lodge of its number, and to issue a charter as re-
quested in application of said Lodge, provided, Voleano Lodge
No. 49, by an amicable arrangement between the two Lodges,
freely and voluntarily consents to surrender its present char-
ter number and accept another.

Should this not be done, however, we would earnestly sug-
gest to our brethren of Greenbrier Lodge No. 49, to meet us in
the spirit of tho resolutions of the M. W. Grand Lodges
of the two jurisdictions, so that another year may not pass and
“the present anomaly exist.  Wo earnestly hope that if not at
r;ﬂ@%i;i Grand Communication, before the noxt is held, union and
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barmony, both in spirit and work, may charactorize all Subor-
dinate Lodges within the territorial jurisdiction of this Grand
Body. Respectfully submitted,

Cuas. J. FAULKNER, JR,
W. I 1. Fuiek,
J. W. ArnvokLE,

EDUCATIONAL FUND.

Bro. T. H. Logan from the Committec on Disbursement of
the Educational Fund reported verbally that no application
for the benefit offered by the fund had beon presented during
the past year. Ile was persuaded that this was owing Lo a
lack of publicity of the plan, and had no doubt that the ad-
vantage it offored would be readily embraced by deserving
parties when it was woell understood that the Grand Lodge
stood ready to advance money on long time, without interest,
to the sons or daughters of Masons for educational purposes.

THANKS.

The following resolution was adopted by the Grand Lodge:
Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge ave hereb
tendered to the Capitol Committee of cilizons of Wheeling for
the use of the spacious and commodious hall in which the pres-
ont Annual Communication is held ; also to Mr. Shepherd,

the contractor, and to Bro. J. S. Fairfax, the architect, for cour-
tesies received at their hands.

JEWELS,

Bro. Hugh Sterling offered the following resolution, which
was adopted, and Bros. Sterling, Long and Logan were appoint-
ed a committeo in connection therewith :

Resolved, That a committeo of three bo appointed to procure

a set of Lapel Jowels for the use of this Girand Lodge—the cost
of said jewels not to exceed $150.

FINAL RESOLUTIONS.

The following resolutions were offered and severally concurred
in by the Grand Lodge:

Resolved, That the Grand Secrotary be authorized to publish
8ix hundred copies of the proceedings of this Grand Annual
Communication, and to distribute them in accordance with ex-
isting order. .

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to pay all
accounts due or that may become due during recess for print- |
ing, postage, stationery and other necessary expenses of the
Grand Lodge, including $100 to be paid upon the order of the.
Committee on Disbursement of the Kducational Fund.
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Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are herchy
tendered to the officers of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway for
their generosity in carrying delegates to the Grand Lodge at balf
the usual fare; and also to the proprietors of such hotels in
Wheeling as have entertained the members of the Grand Lodge

st less than the usual rates of boarding.

No farther business appearing, the Grand Lodge of West
Virginia was closed in AMPLE FORM and with prayer by the
Grand Chaplain, until Tuesday, November 13, A. L. 5877, A,

D. 1877, or during the will and pleasure of the M. W. Grand
Master.

G. W. ATKINSON,

0. S. Loxg, Grand Master.
Grand Secretary.

During the sitting of the Grand Ladge a telegram was received snnouncinsg that the ven-
erabde Jobn Duve, for many years Grand Secretary of 1he Grand Lodze of Virginia, wes at
the point of death. The deepest concern was manifested by all the brethren, and all seemed
to feel a sort of filial affretion for the beloved old man who was dying in a dmmt city. Oun
1he following duy, the day sher the Granl Lodge was closed, inte.ljlgenum received of
bis death  Fall of years and honors, Dr. Joha Dove has been calied to rest, but the good
influences of his Llameless life, and the life-long service he rendered to the cause of Free-

mndyuun pever die. Free Masoans in West Virginia, no less than those in the mother

m a part in the goodly heritage of his memory. GRASD SECRETARY,

APPOINTMENTS BY THE GRAND MASTER.
District Deputy Grand Masters.

1st District, R. W. Victor Rosenberg, Wheeling; 2d. Frank
' Bart, Maumngton 3d, J. C. Baker, Jr., Mooreficld ; 4th, W. F.
Alexander, Daffields ; alh Ocran Corbin, Ellenboro; 6th Ww.
H. Freeman Llarksbnrg, 7th, John G. Lanmng, Ciltton 9th
J. W. Harns Lewisburg ; ll)th M. S. Conuell, Rocky Po!nt
11th, H. F. Bowen, Wayne C. H.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE GRAND LECTURER.
Deputy Grand Lecturers.

William H. Rose, Wheeling; D. F. Pagh, Middlebourne; D.
B. Easley, Fayette C. H.; K, D. Walker, Fairmont.

Returns of memborahlp in and work done by the following
Lodges are published with the proceedings and occupy 43
printed pages: Nos.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12,13, 14, 15,

- 16,17, 18,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33,
34,35, 36, 37, 38, 30, 40, 41, 42,43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50,31,52,
s'gmuumnmmmququm&&;a

=y



*

LEWISBURG (RNS) — The old-
est Masonic Lodge west ol the
Alleghanies bestowed special hon-
or on its 15 living past masters
by giving past master rings to

each.
The celebration was held at the

regular meeting of the Green-
brier Lodge No. 42 A. F. and
A. M. Monday. Oscar V. Bowling,
past master of Alleghany Lodge
No. 136, White Sulphur Springs,
and past potenate of Beni-Kedem,
Charleston, made the presenta-
tions.

Those receiving Past Master
Rings Monday were John H. Si-
bold, Chester C. Conyers, Richard
P. Bell, Thomas W. Henry, Harry
B. Landers, W. Grey Livesay, W.
Earl Darnell, H. Earle Brans-
ford, Lee K. Bell, Ray G. Quick,
S. Paul Powell, George R. Hanna,
K. Orville Fulwider, and Keith ‘A.
Dunlap. A ring also was presented
to William E. Darnell, who is the
oldest living member of Green-
brier Lodge. Darnell has been a

‘| member of Greenbrier Lodge for

- moy g

61 years. He was unable to at-
tend the special meeting, and
presentation was made at his

/Z-2

tion for the formalion of a’lodge
to Richmond, Va., in the fall of|1
1796, The charter was granted
Dec. 5, 1796, and the first meet-
ing was held April 1, 1797, with
Jumes W. Mathews, John Math-
ews, and John Brown designated
as officers. The lodge at that
time was known as Greenbrier
Lodge No. 49.

History records say the Green-
brier Lodge No. 49 functioned, con-
tinuously for a period of 82 years,
or until Fort Union Lodge No. 42
A. F. and A. M. united with it in
1878.

The formation of the new State
of West Virginia,' and the sub-
sequent formation of the Grand
Lodge of West Virginia in 1863,
together with other contributing
factors led to the formation of the
Fort Union Lodge No. 21 in 1868.

The applicaion was signed by
Maj. John W. Harris, Dr. C. N,
Austin, A. C. Snyder; Robert F.
Dennis, and others.

The officers were: C. N. Austin,
F. C. Burdette, W, B. White, A.
C. Snyder, F, C. Burdette, W. B.
White, A. C. Snyder, S. C. Beard,
John Davis Arbuckle, and John

H. Wetzel.

of Patrick Beirne, North

L

Lee St.

n 1852, the trustees of Green-

brier Lodge No. 49 bought the

'Old Stone Lodge' property from

C. M. Weir, Thoma

Mathews, West oA s
Then in 1869 the
properly to the Board of Educa-

Washington 8t
Lodge sold Lhis

tion to be used for a schoolhou

In msq they purchased from s!::
H. Harrison, Andrew Beirne, and
B. C. Caldwell the brick building
on West Washington St., which
presently houses the Greenbrier
County Library and Museum.

For many years this was known
as the Masonic Hall, which origi-
nally had been built to house the
Supreme Court of Virginia library,
offices, and place of holding court
in Greenbrier County. The original
charter granted to the Lodge is
in the museum.

T}le Lodge held its meetings here
until 1917, when it sold the prop-
erty to E. W, Sydenstticker, for a
library and museum.

The Lodge then held its meet-
ings over the Lewisburg Drug
store, and in 1926 moved ‘to the
present home in the Masonic
Temple on Court St., where Mon-

day’s meeting took place.

‘| home. : This lodge was in operation for
.| The lodge, formed in 1796,|10 years until it consolidated with
.| through petition to the Grand|Greenbrier Lodge No. 49, and be-

came known as Gréenbrier Lodge
No. 42, using the title of one, and
the number of the other. '

In the early days the lodge heldi
its meetings in private homes,!
generally in the large dining room|
in the brick house, now torn down,

Lodge of Virginia, held its first
meetings in the store of James
W. Mathews, Lewisburg. The
original petitioners came from a
radius of 25 miles of Lewisburg.
Capt. Alexander Welch and Den-
nis McLaughlin carried the peti-




